
HENRY ALFRED WALSH 
 

Father:   Theodore Walsh,   

 

 
 

One of the gentleman in the picture is Theodore Walsh, next to St Mary’s Church in the 

village.. 

 

Mother:   Isabel Patton 

 

Grandfather:   Captain Thomas Patton, of Bishops Hull, Taunton 

 Owner of Stoke House and Stoke Court, Stoke St Mary 

 

 
Henry Walsh in uniform as Brevet Major 

 

 

Date of Birth - 18th August 1853, Bishops Hull, Taunton 

 



1870 Joined the Somerset Militia 

 

28th February 1874 Lieutenant (from Militia) - Somersetshire Light Infantry –  

 

1878-9  South African War - - Kaffir Campaign. With Mounted 

Infantry in Expedition against Sekukuni. –  

 Zulu Campaign. Served with Mounted Infantry, reoccupation 

of the camp at iSandlwana 

 action at the Ezunganyan and Mountain,  

 actions at Kambula, reconnaissance and  

 battle of Ulundi.  

 

26th February 1880 Adjutant - Somersetshire Light Infantry –  

20th October 1883 Captain - Somersetshire Light Infantry (1st Battalion)  

 

  

 

Lt Walsh was an officer with the First Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry and was with them 

during the Anglo Zulu War of 1879.   

 

The regiment was part of No. 4 Column, under the command of Brevet Colonel Evelyn 

Wood and was not involved in the disaster at iSandlwana on 22nd January, 1879, nor the 

successful defence at Rorke's Drift on 22nd/23rd January, 1879.   

 

However Lt Walsh was attached to No. 1 Squadron, Imperial Mounted Infantry. 

 

The mounted infantry had been raised to make up for the shortfall of regular cavalry in South 

Africa. The squadron was mounted on local horses and armed with carbines in lieu of their 

Martini-Henry rifles. 

 

 

The soldiers retained their foreign-service 

helmets and regimental tunics, but were 

issued with Bedford cord breeches, riding 

boots and a brown leather ammunition 

bandolier. They retained their haversacks 

and Oliver pattern water-bottles but 

discarded the rest of their valise pattern 

equipment for mounted service

. 

 



 

Colonel Russell 

No 1 Squadron Imperial Mounted Infantry, No 3 

[Centre] Column) under (Brevet) Lt Col J C Russell was 

a composite grouping drawn from four of the eight 

imperial infantry battalions serving in South Africa at 

the time .  It had sections from:- 

 

 2nd/3rd Buffs,  

1st/24th (2nd Warwickshire and shortly afterwards 

SWB), 

1st/13th ((1st Somersetshire) (Prince Albert's Light 

Infantry)) and the 

 80th Regt (Staffordshire Vols and shortly after South 

Staffords).  

 

 

 

Section commanders were respectively: 

 

Lt N (Nathaniel) Newnham Davies,  

Lt H A (Henry) Walsh,  

Lt Edward Stevenson Browne (later VC - Battle of Hlobane). 

 

Lt Walsh was part of the group that successfully attacked Sihayo’s Kraal and was back in the 

camp at iSandalwhana by 21 January. 

 

 
Imperial Mounted Infantry Troopers 



 
 

Major Dartnell was sent south to try and discover the whereabouts of the main Zulu Impi. 

 

Isandhlwana to Dartnell’s camp was a distance of 11 miles [17.7 kilometres]. 

 

Major Dartnell was bivouacked on the Mangani River and on 21 Jan sent a message to 

Chelmsford at iSandhlwana saying that he had sighted many Zulus and asking for 

instructions.  Chelmsford ordered that a detachment of Mounted Infantry under Lieutenant 

Walsh be sent out to Dartnell, taking with them packhorses with extra rations and orders that 

Dartnell was to attack the Zulus ‘when he thought fit’.  Walsh’s men set off not long after 

dark, and that evening the tattoo was sounded at iSandlwana at 8 p.m. 

 

It was not long after the camp on the Mangeni River had settled down; however, when 

Walsh’s party arrived from iSandlwana, the rumble of hooves and shouted challenges 

brought the bivouac to life again. 

 

It was now quite dark, but Walsh had ridden across the plain safely, although one of his men 

told Maxwell that some shots had been fired at them about halfway from the camp. 

 

Dartnell’s second message to Chelmsford saying that he thought he had found the main Impi 

was taken through the night by Lieutenant Walsh and three of his Mounted Infantry. They 

had ridden the 17 kilometres from iSandlwana once already that night and Charlie Harford 

was impressed when they attempted the feat for a second time: “Walsh’s was a very perilous 

journey with a eleven-mile ride in the dark, over very stiff country, hills, valleys, bush, 



krantzes, dongas etc., all quite unknown to him, an occasional kaffir path, perhaps, leading to 

goodness knows where, and with every chance of being attacked by a lurking body of Zulus.”  

 

Nonetheless, Walsh accomplished the journey safely, arriving back in the camp at about 1 

a.m., and reporting to the headquarters tent of the column staff. 

 

Lt Walsh then presumably re-joined Colonel Russell’s Mounted Infantry and left the camp 

with Lord Chelmsford at first light on the 22 January.   

 

Lord Chelmsford’s column returned to iSandlwana early evening of the 22 January, camped 

there and rode on to Rorke’s Drift the next morning.   

 

It was Colonel Russell and Lt Walsh who, that morning, were the first to enter the camp at 

Rorke’s Drift and talk to Lt Chard and Lt Bromhead. 

 

Later in the year when Lt Chard came back to Taunton, one of the first people to meet him at 

the Station was Lt Walsh. 

 

“Lt Chard recalled that, on arrival at Taunton earlier in the day, one of the first to meet him 

was Lieutenant H.A.Walsh of the l3th.Regiment of Foot, who also happened to be the first 

man who rode up to him after the defence of Rorke's Drift.” 

 

 

 

FURTHER CAREER 

 

After South Africa Lt Henry Walsh went on to fight in Sudan and commanded ‘B’ Company,  

Mounted Infantry Camel Corps.  It appears that at one point he used a boat to transport his 

section up the Nile, so became the SLIs first “Marine Officer”.  He was promoted to Brevet 

Major (a promotion awarded on merit, rather than one that had been bought).  He took part in 

several actions but at the battle of Abu Klea he was severely injured and returned home to 

England. 

 

In December 1885, the town of Taunton, Somerset, presented him with a sword, ornamental 

silver tankard and the inevitable “illuminated address”.  There were many speeches 

describing his exploits. 

 

Major Walsh married Ann Pollexfen Sparrow in 1880. 

 

They had three children,  Theobald Alfred, Archibald Charles Mark and Gladys Mary. 

 



 
 

Colonel Walsh was Commanding Officer of the 1
st
 Battalion, Somerset Infantry from 1898 to 

1902. 

 

1902 – 1904 Commanding Officer 20
th

 Regimental District 

 

His last post was Colonel, Chief Recruiting Staff Officer, London Recruiting District. 

 

In 1906 he received a CB [Companion of the Order of Bath]. 

 

He retired to Bishops Hull, Taunton. 

 

During World War 1 he was very active in military circles in Somerset and in June 1915 

he was appointed Commanding Officer, No 8 District, Southern Command. 

 

Mrs Walsh took a very active part in the Charity looking after British Prisoners of War held 

in Germany, arranging food parcels to be sent to them. 

 

Their second son Lt Walsh joined the Royal Horse Artillery and was killed on 

11 March 1915.  Their eldest son survived. 

 

Colonel Walsh died on the 25 November 1918. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Henry Walsh and his son are buried side by side at Taunton, St Mary’s cemetry. 

 
 

 
 

 


